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E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: ETRD, HK 

SUBJECT: TEXTILES CLASSIFICATION: CATEGORY 218 
REF: STATE 193075 

WE RECEIVED FOLLOWING RESPONSE TO OUR COMMUNICATION TO DCI 
CONVEYING INFORMATION CONTAINED IN REFTEL: 

"PLEASE REFER TO YOUR LETTER OF 22 AUGUST 1975 SETTING OUT THE 
CRITERIA EMPLOYED BY THE US GOVERNMENT FOR CLASSIFICATION OF 
T-SHIRTS. 

"2. OUR GUIDELINES FOR CLASSIFICATION OF M.M.F. KNIT T- 

SHIRTS IN CATEGORY 218, WHICH ALSO APPLY TO THE COTTON COUNTERPART 

IN CATEGORY 41/42, ARE AS FOLLOWS - 

A. NECK: 

CREW NECT, RIB-KNIT. TO TAKE ACCOUNT OF FASHION CHANGES, ROUND 
NECK (RIB-KNIT OR TAPED) IS ALSO ACCEPTABLE, PROVIDED THAT THE 
NECT OPENING IS NOT TOO DEEP. 

B. KNIT: 

USUALLY PLAIN, INCLUDING INTERLOCK. 

C. WAISTBAND: 

NONE, BOTTOM IS FORMED BY TURNING OVER AND STITCHING THE END OF 
THE SHIRTS. 

D. SLEEVES: 

LONG OR SHORT SLEEVES, TAPED, RIB-KNITTED OR HEMMED BUT NOT INCLUDING 
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E. POCKET: 

NONE OR ONE BREAST POCKET. 

F. CLOSURE: 

BUTTON OR OTHER CLOSURES ON ONE SHOULDER (NORMALLY ON CHILDREN’S 
SIZES). 

"3. THE ABOVE GUIDELINES HAVE BEEN DRAWN UP TAKING INTO ACCOUNT 
CHANGES IN STYLE AS WELL AS WEARING HABITS IN THE LAST FEW YEARS 
AND ARE IN LINE WITH THE PRACTICE OF THE TRADE. ALTHOUGH THEY 
DO NOT ENTIRELY CORRESPOND TO THE US CRITERIA THE DIFFERENCE IN 
SOME CHECK-POINTS MAY IN FACT ONLY BE ONE OF DEGREE. FOR INSTANCE, 
WE ACCEPT ROUND NECK THAT FITS CLOSE TO THE NECK AS A MODIFICATION 
OF THE CREW NECK IN LINE WITH TRADE PRACTICE. WE ALSO ACCEPT 
T-SHIRTS WITH RIBBED SLEEVE-ENDS, AND IN THIS REGARD, YOU MAY 
BE INTERESTED IN THE ATTACHED PHOTOSTATIC COPY OF AN ADVERTISE- 
MENT PLACED IN THE DAILY NEWS RECORD SEVERAL MONTHS AGO DEPICTING 
A T-SHIRT WITH RIBBED SLEEVE-ENDS. 

”4. WE ARE NOT QUITE SURE WHETHER BY THE TERM "STRAIGHT” 

SLEEVES IN CRITERION D OF YOUR LETTER YOU MEAN THAT THE SLEEVES 
MUST BE SEWN AT RIGHT ANGLES TO THE TRUNK GIVING THE SHAPE 
OF A BLOCK LETTER "T". BASED ON WEARING HABITS IN THE RECENT 
PAST, THE PRACTICE OF TRADERS IN GENERAL AND SOME US CUSTOMS 
RULINGS THAT HAVE BEEN BROUGHT TO OUR ATTENTION, WE HAVE COME TO 
ACCEPT SLEEVES SEWN AT ACUTE ANGLES TO THE TRUNK, I.E. DROPPING 
SHOULDERS, ESPECIALLY IN ADULTS' LONG-SLEEVED T-SHIRTS. WE 
SHOULD THEREFORE BE GRATEFUL TO RECEIVE YOUR COMMENTS ON THIS. 

"5. WE WOULD ALSO APPRECIATE YOUR ELABORATION ON 
CRITERION G REGARDING "FLAPS" OR OTHER CLOSURES. DOES IT MEAN 
NO CLOSURE, NOT EVEN FOR CHILDREN'S WEAR WHICH HAS BEEN PER- 
MISSIBLE HITHERTO, IS ALLOWED? 

"6. WE SHOULD BE GRATEFUL FOR YOUR CLARIFICATION ON THE ABOVE 
POINTS." 

CROSS 
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